
 

 
 

 
 

IB English A:  Language and Literature 
Summer Assignment for Juniors 

 
The IB English A: Language and Composition Summer Assignment for Juniors include the following 
assignments: 
 
Nonfiction Reading Assignment on Argumentation 

The year will begin with assignments on this invaluable book that teaches moves to make when writing 
arguments:  They Say, I Say by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein.  As you read, use a highlighter 
and/or post-it notes to annotate the text, paying particular attention to the They Say, I Say moves. 
Then, create a PowerPoint Presentation or outline of all the moves the book recommends that you 
make when entering an academic argument.  You can access the book in PDF format at the following link 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B_lKl0NswtdyNDh2Z0VfRzdiTjA/view?usp=sharing, but feel free to 
purchase it.  DO NOT PURCHASE THE ONE WITH READINGS! 
 
 

Literary Memoir Reading Assignment on Creative Writing 
The year will proceed with another assignment on the literary memoir, On Writing by Stephen King.   
You can access the book in PDF format at the following link, but feel free to purchase it: 
https://drive.google.com/a/ebtbrooklyn.com/file/d/0B1zqLIfWEPaBWnh2aUdGSVZGZ3M/view?usp=sharing
1) As you read, use a highlighter and/or post-it notes to annotate the text, paying particular 
attention to passages you feel illustrate the increasing awareness or self-awareness and to 
passages where the author gives advice. 
2) Record his advice about what to keep in your writing toolbox in outline format or in a 
PowerPoint Presentation. 

 
Creative Writing:  The Stephen King Writing Exercise 
In chapter 5 of On Writing, Stephen King describes a writing scenario and offers an exercise: “to 
change the sexes of the antagonist and protagonist before beginning to work out the situation in your 
narrative—make the ex-wife the stalker, in other words (perhaps it’s a mental institution she’s 
escaped from instead of the city jail), the husband the victim. Narrate this without plotting—let the 
situation and that one unexpected inversion carry you along” (Chapter 5).  Your assignment is to 
complete this exercise, using all the tools from your toolbox, as Stephen King advises.  
 

Note:  If ever you need help or feedback at any stage of the writing process or with any part of the summer 
reading and journal assignments, please feel free to email me at ngranado@ebtbrooklyn.com. Use your time 
wisely! 

Enjoy your reading and your summer! ☺ 
Ms. Granado 


